
Exceptional 
Representation 
for Government 

Contractors

The U.S. Government remains the world’s largest 
single purchaser of goods and services. In Fiscal 
Year 2024 alone, the U.S. Government spent 
about $755 billion on contracts.

Government contractors capture work, perform it, 
protect IP, manage their workforce, enter into teaming 
agreements and joint ventures, and acquire and sell 
assets differently than purely commercial companies. 
Claims and disputes with the U.S. Government - the 
ultimate 800lb gorilla - are not like commercial litigation.

Our attorneys understand the government contracting 
industry: its people, processes, and its legal challenges. 
We have the experience, security clearances, and 
relationships to represent our clients in their most 
sensitive legal matters, exciting growth opportunities, 
and serious corporate threats. We always seek creative 
and efficient solutions to any obstacles our clients may 
face. But if those obstacles are unavoidable, we fight for 
our clients. And we fight to win. 

Government contracting 
is big business

Government contracting is 
different than commercial contracting

Ward & Berry is a 
boutique law f irm 
built to provide 
exceptional 
representation 
to government 
contractors

Washington, DCTysons, VAAustin, TX

202-331-8160 | www.wardberry.com



DefenseTech 
Expertise

GovConLaw.com

Ward & Berry handles 
complex technology 
transactions involving AI, 
USVs, sensors, edge 
computing, and the like, 
with an eye toward IP 
protection, trade controls, 
privacy and cybersecurity.

Ward & Berry's deep experience in 
government contracting is reflected 
in The Government Contractor 
Resource Library we have made 
publicly available. 

This resource is used by 
law firm and clients alike.

Created, Curated, and Presented by Ward & Berry

Why Choose 
Ward & Berry?
Our exceptional lawyers know the 
industry, prioritize superior client 
service, and charge reasonable fees. 
WB is a purposefully-built team of 
highly credentialed attorneys with 
complementary government, 
industry, and private practice 
backgrounds, and demonstrated 
excellence in those roles.

202-331-8160 | www.wardberry.com
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The Ward & Berry Way

Our Services

Clients and peers associate WB with high-trust relationships, excellent 
legal advice, and efficient staffing models. WB is also known for a 
values-forward culture (“The WB Way”) emphasizing a true team 

mindset, high-integrity services, and zero ego. 

1,100 +
Bid Protests handled

$200M+
Client Recoveries in Claims and REAs

Cleared Counsel
Multiple Attorneys Cleared 
SECRET and TOP SECRET

CORPORATE 
COMPLIANCE & 

ETHICS

CORPORATE LAW BID PROTESTSAPPELLATE 
LITIGATION

CONTRACT CLAIMS & 
REQUESTS FOR 

EQUITABLE ADJUSTMENT

COMMERCIAL 
LITIGATION & 
ARBITRATION

INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY DISPUTES 

& LITIGATION

GOVERNMENT 
INVESTIGATIONS

INTERNAL 
INVESTIGATIONS

LABOR & 
EMPLOYMENT

GOVERNMENT 
CONTRACTS

OUTSIDE GENERAL 
COUNSEL

SUSPENSION & DEBARMENT 
OF GOVERNMENT 
CONTRACTORS

REGULATORY & 
COMPLIANCE SERVICES

TRADE CONTROLS 
& SANCTIONS

SMALL BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 

PROGRAMS



• Investigations, Compliance, Suspension/Debarment 
• U.S. Air Force Acquisitions Officer 
• Certified Ethics & Compliance Professional 
• United States Military Academy 

Ryan Berry, Managing Partner
• Litigation, Investigations, Labor & Employment 
• Experienced Trial Lawyer 
• ISOA Advisory Council
• Georgetown University 

Daniel Ward, Partner & Co-Founder

• Government Contracts, Bid Protests, Claims & REAs
• FAR Counseling, SBA Programs
• M&A Due Diligence
• University of Notre Dame

Ryan Bradel, Partner

• Commercial, Employment, Corporate & Trade Secret Litigation, 
Corporate Shareholder Disputes, Government Contracts

• Recognized in the 2026 edition of The Best Lawyers in America® 
• George Mason University

Craig Franco, Partner

• Government Contracts, Bid Protests, 
Claims & REAs

• FAR Counseling, SBA Programs
• Suspension / Debarment
• American University

Mary Pat Buckenmeyer, Partner

• Government Contracts, Bid Protests, Claims & REAs
• FAR Counseling, Suspension / Debarment
• U.S. Navy JAG Officer
• University of Notre Dame

Tyson Marx, Partner
• Investigations, Compliance, Government Contracts
• Trade Controls & Sanctions
• U.S. Air Force JAG Officer
• United States Air Force Academy

Aaron Jackson, Partner

• Compliance, Technology Transactions, Dual-Use 
Technologies

• Head of Legal for AI/ML Unicorn's Federal Services 
• Senior Tech Transactions Leader at Fortune 100 Company 
• University of Texas at Austin 

Amanda Merced, Partner

• Commercial & Corporate Litigation, Government 
Contracts

• Construction Litigation, Contracts, Claims 
and Disputes

• George Mason University

David Gutkowski, Partner

• Over 28 years as FBI Agent.
• 12+ Outstanding Public Service Awards
• Investigated executive misconduct, conflicts of interest, 

fraud, corruption, and more.
• The College of William & Mary

Charlie Price, Managing Director - Investigations

• Government Contracts, Bid Protests, Claims & REAs
• In-house at KBR and Dyncorp
• U.S. Army JAG Officer
• The Ohio State University

Michael Hatch, Senior Counsel 
• Litigation, Government Contracts, Bid Protests, 

Claims & REAs
• Former AmLaw10 Associate 
• University of Michigan 

Nicholas Perry, Senior Associate 

• Bid Protests, Claims, Construction Law, 
Suspension/Debarment

• D.C. Office of the Attorney General
• George Washington University

Nicholas Hopkins, Associate 

• Litigation, Government Contracts 
• D.C. Office of the Attorney General 
• Georgetown University 

Matthew Saliman, Associate 

• Litigation, Investigations 
• Assistant State Attorney, Florida 
• University of Florida 

Chelsea Cruz, Associate
• Government Contracts, Litigation, Compliance
• Judicial Law Clerk
• University of Virginia

Rory Hatch, Associate 

• Cybersecurity, Government Contracts, Bid Protests, 
Trade Controls & Sanctions

• University of California, Berkeley

Steffanie Lee, Associate 

• Government Contracts, Litigation, Bid Protests, 
Claims & REAs

• George Washington University

Paxton Ouellette, Associate 

202-331-8160 | www.wardberry.com

Security 
Clearance 
Depth

Ward & Berry has many attorneys cleared to at least the Secret level, with 
multiple attorneys cleared at the Top Secret level. This is among the deepest 
cleared legal benches at any boutique government contracting firm in the 
Country — enabling full representation in classified bid protests, 
investigations, and dispute resolution matters.


